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1. Outline

Title

:
Genesis: Works by Ariel Ruiz i Altaba and Yun-Hee Toh

Period

:
July 17th (Thur) – August 1st (Fri), 2008
 

Venue

:
The Korea Foundation Cultural Center



JoongAng Ilbo Building, 1st floor, Sunwha-dong, Jung-gu, Seoul, Korea
Opening

:  
Thursday, July 17th, 6:00pm 
The Korea Foundation Cultural Center 
Press Conference
:
July 17th (Thur), 2:00pm
Forum

: 
July 17th (Thur), 4:00pm – 5:30pm

Artists

:  
Ariel Ruiz i Altaba, Toh Yun Hee

Organized by
:  
Embassy of Switzerland in Seoul

Laurence Geoffrey’s, Ltd

2. Introduction

Spots, dashes, lines, silhouettes... on a white background. Borders that prelude change and defy definition… This is Ariel Ruiz i Altaba’s artistic universe. “Minimal Landscapes” – living cosmic dimensions made visible and tangible.

Stains of cellular textures, genomes and human identity captured are this outstanding artist's world.  Such deep intersection of art with science springs from his 'other' passion. He is also a scientist and professor at the Department of Genetic Medicine at the University of Geneva, Switzerland.

Fascinating and sometimes intriguing images give the beholder freedom and space for personal interpretation and involvement. Ruiz i Altaba’s “Minimal Landscapes” in their ingenuous simplicity minimizes the universe to a simple black spot of cosmic dimensions. From the particular to the transcendental, by the way of zen.

Yun-Hee Toh, the daughter of a renowned Korean scientist and known for her paintings in „Search of Beauty Embedded in the Mysteries and Cycles of Nature – Both Finite and Infinite“ is the perfect match to Ariel’s artistic approach to the similar subjects. In her attempts to move beyond the surface beauty, she searched deep within the cellular realm where an untold number of micro-universes exist. “This microscopic perspective resulted in paintings saturated with the  

nebulous substance of all living things” 

In “Genesis” both protagonists unveil and materialize the innermost secrets of the basic elements of existing life. The artist/scientist (Ariel) with his profound knowledge and unique aesthetics on one side; the artist (Toh) on the other, who gives color and shape to her most intimate feelings of what life ultimately is.

To bridge the scientific and artistic worlds was the challenge put to Laurence Geoffrey, Ltd and the Swiss Embassy in Seoul. Thanks to the Korea Foundation and its Cultural Center, "Genesis - the project” which has started - a year ago - as a smallest possible cell, has become the symbiotic "Genesis - the Exhibition".

3. About the Artists

Ariel Ruiz i Altaba

Ariel Ruiz i Altaba (b.1962) is an artist and scientist. His art work focuses on issues of identity, meaning, boundaries and the intersection of art and science. The serenity and elegance of his photographs often contrasts with the arresting nature of the subjects leading in all cases to the active involvement of the viewer in the development of perceptual truth. His works are an open invitation to linger and participate in the multiples layers of meaning that the images contain. He is also professor of stem cells at the University of Geneva, Switzerland. His works are in museum and private collection in the US and Europe. (Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; Philadelphia Museum of Art, etc)
Artist’s Biography

Born in Mexico, 1962

AB, Columbia College, NY 1984

PhD, Harvard University, MA 1989
Selected Group Exhibitions
2000
WallStreet Viewing Room, New York - Fifty-two Artists We Like

Ricco/Maresca Galerie, New York Circles - Seeds and Houses

2001
Cooper Union, New York - Mindmatters

The Viewing Room, New York - Art Miami

2002
Nexus Galerie, New York - Photography 2002

Photo-eye Galerie, Santa Fe - MicroCosmic: From the Stellar to the Cellular

Ricco/Maresca Galerie, New York - The Bird Show

Ricco/Maresca Galerie, New York - The Mütter Museum

Esther Woerdehoff Galerie, Paris - Paris Photo

Santa Barbara Museum of Art, CA - PhotoGenesis-II

2003
Scène Nationale- Bar-le-Duc, France - Tacites ou insoupçonnées, Des intelligences

furtives

Esther Woerdehoff Galerie, Paris - Art Brussels

Esther Woerdehoff Galerie, Paris - Summer show

Ricco/Maresca Galerie, New York - The Home Show

New York Academy of Sciences - Look up! Contemplating the skies

San Francisco Camerawork - Mütter Museum: Photographs

ADM Galerie, Philadelphia - 50% Gray

2004
Latincollector, New York - Field of Depth

Appleton Museum of Art, Ocala,Florida,USA - Extraordinary Bodies: Photographs from

the Mütter Museum

2005
The List Galerie, Swarthmore College, PA, USA - Extraordinary Bodies: Photographs

Swarthmore, from the Mütter Museum

Sacred Heart University, Conn., USA - WetLab: The new nexus between art and science

Benham Galerie, Seattle - Photo L.A.

Freedman Galerie, Albright College Reading, PA, USA - Extraordinary Bodies:

Photographs from the Mütter Museum

Crocker Art Museum, Sacramento, CA - Extraordinary Bodies: Photographs from the

Mütter Museum

Esther Woerdehoff Galerie, Paris - Paris Photo

The Gallery for Contemporary Art, SC Uni. - Wetlab

The Bill Hunt Collection, Arles, France - Sans Regard

2006
The Bill Hunt Collection - Sans Regard, Le Musée de L'Elysée, Lausanne, Switzerland

Esther Woerdehoff Galerie, Paris - ArtParis

Albin O. Kuhn Library et Galerie U.Maryland, Baltimore, MD - Extraordinary Bodies:

Photographs from the Mütter Museum

Galerie Fallet, Genève - Présences et Traces

Technische Universität Dresden, Allemagne Wahr-Zeichen. Fotografie und

Wissenschaft

Esther Woerdehoff Galerie, Paris- Art Cologne

Photo NY - Daneyal Mahmood Gallery, New York

2007
The Albuquerque Museum of Art and History, Albuquerque, New Mexico - Extraordinary

Bodies: Photographs from the Mütter Museum

Esther Woerdehoff Galerie Paris - Bestiarium

Photo LA - Daneyal Mahmood Gallery, New York

2008 
Mütter Museum, Philadelphia. 
Selected Solo Exhibitions
2003 
The Benham Gallery, Seattle, USA - Identities

Esther Woerdehoff Galerie, Paris, France - Biophilia

2004
Visual Arts Gallery, University of Alabama, USA - Embryonic Landscapes

Université de Genève, Switzerland - Genome and Identity

2005
Bernstein Gallery, Princeton University, USA - How we look

2006
National Academy of Sciences, Washington DC, USA- Genome and Identity.

2007
Galerie Fallet, Genève, Switzerland- Entre individualité et identité

2007
Swissnex San Francisco, USA- Minimal Landscapes
Toh, Yun-Hee

Toh Yun-Hee (b.1961) is an artist who works and lives in Seoul. Along with the readily recognizable and instantly appreciated beauty created in the generative stages of plant life, Toh, Yun-Hee feels there is more depth and greater meaning in finding something beautiful that remains after the life force has begun to wane. In short, beauty is embedded in the mysteries and cycles of nature both finite and infinite and requires people to go beyond the superficial in order to unlock all of its deepest and most sacred manifestations.

In Toh Yun-Hee’s works from the mid 1990’s, her study of nature was essentially more scientific in forms as she explored the beauty of plant life on a molecular level. In her attempts to move beyond the surface beauty, she searched deep within the cellular realm where an untold number of micro universe exist. However, in Toh Yun Hee’s current works, she has become more observant than scientific. Through long observation and contemplation the true energy, rhythm and beauty below the surface begins to emerge. For Toh Yun-Hee, this depth is where the reality of all truth, including self-truth, can be found.

Artist’s Biography

Born in 1961 in Seoul, Korea

Presently living and working in Seoul

1992-94

Visiting Scholar, University of Illinois at Chicago, U.S.A. 

1986

M.F.A. Sungshin Women's University, Seoul, Korea 

1984

B.F.A. Sungshin Women's University, Seoul, Korea 
Selected Solo Exhibitions

2007

Galerie Beyeler, Basel, Switzerland

2005

CAIS Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

Lee Hyun Gallery, Daegu, Korea 

2001

Fassbender Gallery, Chicago, U.S.A 

1999

Gallery Bhak, Seoul, Korea 

Kumho Art Museum, Seoul, Korea 

1998

Artemisia Gallery, Chicago, U.S.A 

Gallery Hyundai, Seoul, Korea 

1996

Gallery Bhak, Seoul, Korea        

1994

Woong Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

1993

Artemisia Gallery, Chicago, U.S.A. 

1992

Gallery Hyundai, Seoul, Korea 

1986

Duson Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

Selected Group Exhibitions

2006

Simply Beautiful: Breath of Nature in Korean Contemporary Art, 

Centre Pasqu’Art, Biel, Switzerland, Le Grand Jardin, Joinville, France  

International Incheon Women Artists’ Biennale, Incheon

Multiculture & Arts Center, Incheon, Korea 

2005

Feng Shui, The 12th Special Exhibition of Sungshin Women's University 


Museum, Seoul, Korea

Beyond Repetition, Seoul Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea 

2003          
Crossing 2003: Korea/Hawaii, Contemporary Museum of Honolulu, Hawaii,U.S.A. 

A Vague Scene, Yoo Art Space, Seoul, Korea 

Bench Marking Project, Namsan Park, Olympic Park, Seoul, Korea 

Tradition & Innovation, Koreanische Gegenwartskunst, Museum für Ostasiatische Kunst, Berlin, Germany & Gallery Hyundai, Seoul, Korea      

        

Standstill Time, Star Tower Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

  

Korean Contemporary Art of 21st Century, Sun Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

Gana Art Gallery 20th Anniversary Exhibition, Gana Art Center, Seoul, Korea 

2002

Chemical Art, Gallery Sagan, Seoul, Korea

The Exhibition of Asian International Art, Daegu Culture & Arts Center, Daegu, Korea

Invitation of Contemporary Art, Daegu Culture & Arts Center, Daegu, Korea 

     

Spring Story, Gana Art Center, Seoul, Korea 

   

Speculation of Plant Life, Gallery La Mer, Seoul, Korea          

66 Artists Supporting Contemporary Literature, Gallery La Mer, Seoul, Korea 

2001

Yun-Hee Toh & Seung-Tack Jang, Gallery Sagan, Seoul, Korea  

9 Women Artists Vision & Version, Seoho Art Museum, Namyang, Korea   

2000

The Beauty & System, Gallery Rho, Seoul, Korea  

Beauty & Women, Bhacksang Art Center, Seoul, Korea   

 

Autumn Aroma, Gallery Helloart.com, Seoul, Korea   

  

Art of 2000, Gallery Hyundai, Seoul, Korea   

1999

Revival of the Painting, Sungkok Art Museum, Seoul, Korea 

    

The End of Painting, Gallery Euro, Seoul, Korea 

The First Korean Art Festival, Gwangju, Korea 

1998

Brushed - Non Brushed, Gallery Sai, Seoul, Korea 

Version I, CAIS Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

 

Material & Plane, Sungkok Art Museum, Seoul, Korea 

     

Frame is Better Than Painting, Kumho Museum, Seoul, Korea 

Traveling Art Museum, The National Museum of Contemporary Art, Gwacheon, Korea 

1997

DOT, Kumho Museum, Seoul, Korea 

 

Entasis of Korean Art, Dong Duk Art Museum, Seoul Korea 

Beyond Abstract Painting, Gallery Wooduck, Seoul, Korea 

1996

PRIX Hwanki Exhibition, Hwanki Museum, Seoul, Korea              

The Present and Future of Korean Art '96, Walkerhill Art Museum, Seoul, Korea 

Artemisia Gallery Member's Show, Artemisia Gallery, Chicago U.S.A. 

8 Korean Contemporary Artists Exhibition, Continental Gallery, Japan 

Art of Korean Image, Aotea Center, New Zealand 

Korean Young Artists, Backsang Art Center, Seoul, Korea 

New Painting Spirit - Anti Plane in the Plane, Sung Kok Art Museum, Seoul, Korea 

MANIF Seoul '96, Seoul Art Center, Seoul, Korea 

1995  

The First Print Exhibition, Seoul Arts Center, Seoul, Korea   

DMZ Art Exhibition, Indeco Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

Korean Women Artists Festival, Seoul Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea 

The 10th Seoul Art Fair, Gallery Woong, Seoul Art Center, Seoul 

1994        
Young Korean Women Artists Exhibition, Artemisia Gallery, Chicago, U.S.A.             

1994  

Seoul - Sapporo Exhibition, Seoul Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea 

1992  

Life – Phenomenon, Midopa Gallery, Seoul, Korea   

        
 
Contemporary Women Artists of today, Gallery Seoho, Seoul, Korea 

1991   

Asian Contemporary Art, Tokyoto Museum of Art, Japan 

1990

55 Women Artists of today, Total Museum of Art, Changheung, Korea 

1999-89
Asian International Art, Tagawa Museum of Art, Fukuoka Museum of Art, Fukuoka Asian Art Center (Japan), National Museum of Art (Singapore), National Museum of Art (Malaysia), Kuala Lumpur Merdeka Building, Asia Afrika Bandung (Indonesia), National Museum of History (Republic of China), Seoul Museum of Art (Seoul, Korea) 

1989

Korean Contemporary Art of Today II, Total Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea 

 

Inaugural Exhibition of Pine Tree Gallery, Pine Tree Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

               
Inaugural Exhibition of Dongsoong Arts Center, Dongsoong Arts Center, Seoul,Korea 

1999-88
ChangJark Fine Art Association Group Exhibition, Korean Culture & Arts Foundation, Marronnier Art Center, Seoul, Korea                        

1987

Young Artists of Today, Duson Gallery, Seoul, Korea 

Participated in the Following International Art Fairs 

Art Basel, Switzerland 

Art Brussels, Belgium 

Art Chicago, U.S.A. 

Art Cologne, Germany 

Art International, New York, U.S.A. 

Art Miami, U.S.A. 

Art Palm Beach, U.S.A. 

FIAC, France 

San Francisco International Art Exposition, U.S.A.

Selected Public Collections 

Art Sonje Center, Seoul, Korea 

City of Chicago Art Program Collection, Chicago, U.S.A. 
Daewoo Engineering & Construction, Co, Ltd, Seoul, Korea

Hanwha, Seoul Korea 

Hyatt Hotel, Seoul, Korea 

Hyundai Development Company, Seoul, Korea 

Ilmin Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea 

IT Thinknet, Seoul, Korea  

Jinro Distillers Co. LTD, Seoul, Korea 

K Power Company, Seoul, Korea

Korea University Medical Center, Seoul, Korea 

Kumho Museum, Seoul, Korea 
Marriott Hotel, Seoul, Korea

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Seoul, Korea 

National Museum of Contemporary Art, Gwacheon, Korea 
Philip Morris Co. Inc, New York, U.S.A.
Samsung Art Museum, Seoul, Korea 

School of Dentistry, University of Illinois at Chicago, U.S.A. 

Standard Chartered Bank, Seoul, Korea

Sungkok Art Museum, Seoul, Korea 
Sungshin Women’s University Museum, Seoul, Korea

Telefonica, Miami, U.S.A 
World Bank, Washington D.C., U.S.A.
4. Visuals

Works by Ariel Ruiz I Altaba - Minimal Landscapes
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Caressing you 




 Songs of freedom
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Kama sutra




 To N with Love

Works by Yun-hee Toh 
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Being 2003
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Botanical Remains 2002 

           The two silences of Heaven and earth were being linked 2004

5. Project Managers 
Embassy of Switzerland

Philipp Stalder

E philipp.stalder@eda.admin.ch   T 02-739-9511   F 02-737-9392

Laurence Geoffrey’s, Ltd.

Yae Inn Juen

E yi.juen@yahoo.com   T 02-551-2741   F 02-551-2720 

webhard.co.kr    ID/PW: lgart  Folder: Genesis 

6. Access

Korea Foundation Cultural Center

100-759 JoongAng Ilbo Building, 1st floor, Sunwha-dong, Jung-gu, Seoul, Korea

T 02-3789-5600   F 02-3789-5606   E kfcenter@kf.or.kr   www.kfcenter.or.kr
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